IMPORTANT TO READ

DO YOU CURRENTLY OWN A HOME?  If SO YOU NEED TO “VERIFY” YOUR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION WITH THE AUDITOR’S OFFICE.
You may lose your homestead deduction beginning in 2013 if you have not completed the homestead verification form.  I have checked with the County Auditor and found that many people have not done this.

The State of Indiana is requiring this form to be filled out in order to prevent Homestead fraud when people receive the tax exemption benefit on a home that is not their primary residence.  Beginning in 2010, a form was included in your tax statement asking taxpayers to verify their residency and eligibility for the homestead deduction.   The homestead verification form has been mailed with 2010, 2011 and 2012 tax bills and must be completed at least once before January 1, 2013.
If you fail to complete the form by December 31,2012 …………..your homestead can be removed beginning with the 2012-pay-2013 property tax bills.
What is the penalty for falsely claiming a homestead deduction?

A taxpayer will be liable for any additional taxes that would have been due on the property plus a 10% civil penalty on the additional taxes due if he or she fails to notify the county auditor that he or she is not eligible to receive the homestead deduction. Back taxes may be charged for up to three assessment dates if an individual falsely receives the homestead.

THE  HOMESTEAD  EXEMPTION  TAX  DEDUCTION  IS IMPORTANT TO YOU……….PLEASE  DON’T  LOSE  IT BY FAILING  TO  FILL OUT THIS FORM.  CALL ME  IF  YOU  HAVE  QUESTIONS  OR  CONCERNS; OR  NEED THIS FORM.

IF YOU HAVE NOT FILED FOR HOMESTEAD, MORTGAGE, AGE,  DISABLED VETERAN,  OR OTHER QUALIFIED  EXEMPTIONS ON YOUR HOME; NOW IS THE TIME TO DO SO.
